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An Open Letter to the NH Executive Council:
Vote to Accept Exchange Planning Grant

To the Honorable Executive Councilors Raymond Burton, Dan St. Hilaire, Chris Sununu, Ray Wieczorek and

David Wheeler:

We, the undersigned, are writing in regard to the Executive Council meeting on Wednesday, December 14th.

The legislature’s Joint Fiscal Committee has voted to accept a $333,000 Exchange Planning grant that’s
been awarded to New Hampshire, and the Council will now be discussing and voting on whether to approve
it. We urge you to vote in favor of accepting the Exchange Planning grant for the following reasons:

e The grant simply provides a chance to explore and evaluate a potential opportunity to strengthen and
improve our health insurance marketplace. The Exchange is a model that is intended to make the
market function in a way that is more open and competitive and customer-responsive. The Exchange
would also allow businesses and consumers to do apples-to-apples comparison-shopping between
health insurance policies.

e Exchange Planning dollars have been made available to states to explore whether to pursue a state-
based Exchange; if the state chooses not to implement an Exchange, the federal government will set
one up in the state to bring needed transparency to the marketplace for New Hampshire’s consumers.

e The NH Insurance Department indicates that Exchange Planning grant dollars will be used for an
Information Technology (IT) Gap Analysis, enabling New Hampshire to accurately evaluate what kind
of IT infrastructure would be required for a range of Exchange models in our state. This will help the
legislature to make an informed decision about whether or not to move forward with an Exchange in
our state, and also provide New Hampshire with valuable data regardless of whether we pursue a
state-based Exchange.

e This grant has no federal strings attached and is not a commitment for the state to do anything more
than the IT Gap Analysis. NH Insurance Commissioner Roger Sevigny and the National Association of
Insurance Commissioners have both publicly confirmed this fact.

o With New Hampshire families and small businesses hurting from rising health insurance premium
costs in NH, it’s important for the Executive Council to take action and allow NH to move forward in
examining a promising marketplace Exchange option. There is nothing but potential benefit, and
absolutely no harm in this.

As NH voters, parents, employees, and business owners, we strongly urge you to do what’s right for New
Hampshire and approve the Exchange Planning grant at the December 14th meeting:
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