NH Voices for Health – ACA-Related Policy Tracking Sheet 
New & Ongoing Bills & Initiatives – 2012
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	1.
	JFC
G&C
OC
	FIS 11-289 on 10/28/11 Agenda

G&C Item #46 (in Previously Tabled Items)
on 12/14/11 Agenda

	Goal:  Approval of Health Insurance Exchange Grants and Contracts:
· Exchange Planning Grants and Contracts
· Possible Exchange Establishment Grant/s and Contracts


Also see lines 4, 5, 7, 13 and 14


	Leads
NHID
NH DHHS 
Gov’s Office
Voices

Allies
Biz Community
Partners
AARP–NH
GSIL
NH Citizens 
Alliance
NH for Health 
Care
Working 
Families Win
Anthem
Harvard Pilgrim
Delta Dental
Brokers
Councilor Ray Burton
Sen. Ray White

Opponents
House 
Leadership
Councilor Chris Sununu
Councilor David Wheeler

	Tier 1
	ACA Implementation:

Gen’l Support / Defense 
∞
Grants & Contracts

	Support
	Governor & Council (G&C)

4/6/11: G&C approved $666,000 of the $1million Exchange Planning grant (3-2), for expenditure in SFY 2011
4/13/11: G&C rejected NHID’s proposed $666,000 Exchange Planning contract with the Massachusetts-based Wakely Consulting Group (5-0), and provided NHID with instructions to re-bid the contract 
7/14/11: But HB601 required NH to return this $666,000 portion of the underlying Exchange planning grant to the fed’l gov’t (see above), rescinding the funds for this contracting effort
12/14/11: Ultimately, G&C rejected the $333,000 remainder of the Exchange Planning grant (3-2) 

Joint Fiscal Committee (JFC)

1/21/11: JFC approved $666,000 of $1 million Exchange Planning grant (9-1), for expenditure in State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2011
7/14/11: HB601, which became law without the Governor’s signature, required NH to return this $666,000 portion of the $1 million Exchange Planning grant to the federal government
10/28/11: JFC approved $333,000 remainder of  $1 million Exchange Planning grant (6-4), for expenditure in SFY 2012 (the current fiscal year)

NOTE: This development requires pivoting to NH’s role in a federally designed, created, and operated Exchange for NH, and requires additional focus on SB163 (below).


	2.
	JFC
G&C
OC
	
FIS 11-305 on 10/28/11 Agenda

G&C #47 on 11/9/11 Agenda

	Goal:  Approval of Health Insurance Premium Rate Review Grants and Contracts.


Also see line 9, 27 and 28

	Leads 
NHID
NH DHHS
Gov’s Office
Voices

Allies
Biz Community Partners
AARP–NH
GSIL
NH Citizens Alliance
NH for Health Care
Working Families Win
Sen. Jeb Bradley


	Tier 1
	ACA Implementation:

Gen’l Support / Defense
∞
Grants & Contracts

	Support
	Governor & Council (G&C)

5/11/11: G&C approved first-round $1M Rate Review grant (4-1), for expenditure in SFY 2011.
6/22/11: G&C approved first-round Rate Review contracts (5-0)
11/9/11: G&C approved second round $1 million Rate Review grant (5-0)

Joint Fiscal Committee (JFC)

1/21/11: JFC approved first-round $1 million Rate Review grant (9-1), for expenditure in SFY 2011
10/28/11: JFC approved second-round $1million Rate Review grant (8-2), for expenditure in SFY 2012

Second-round Rate Review contracts, now in the RFP phase, are expected to be placed on G&C docket this Spring.

	3.
	OC
	
	Joint Health Reform Oversight Committee (re-established by HB601). This Oversight Committee’s agenda and proceedings are likely to merit vigilant monitoring, combined with credible and strategic inside and outside game activity, by NH’s advocacy community.

Oversight Committee members:

· Sen. Ray White (R)
· Sen. Matt Houde (D)
· Sen. David Boutin (R)

· Rep. John Hunt (R), Chair
· Rep. Kathy Taylor (D)
· Rep. Andrew Manuse (R)

	Leads & Allies
NHID
NH DHHS
Gov’s Office
Sen. Ray White
Voices
Biz Community Partners
AARP–NH
GSIL
NH Citizens Alliance
NH for Health Care
Working Families Win

	Tier 1
	ACA Implementation:

Oversight 
	Closely Monitor & Engage, as Needed
	Joint Health Reform Oversight Committee

9/7/11: Oversight Committee (OC) approved: tweaks to NHID’s managed care appeals / external review process; and clarifying prohibition on pre-existing condition denials for children, to ensure compliance with ACA.
9/14/11: OC okayed DHHS moving ACA-related rules forward to JLCAR, and preliminarily ok’d NHID & DHHS jointly moving forward with IT Gap Analysis required for Exchange planning.
11/9/11: OC approved NHID & DHHS moving forward with IT Gap Analysis required for Exchange planning (4-2).

Next Oversight Committee meeting is not yet scheduled.


	4.
	Bill
	SB163

	Relative to the NH health benefits Exchange.  This bill proposes to authorize a state-based health insurance Exchange for NH, and could be considered to recommended the framework for any federally established Exchange in and for NH.

Also see lines 1, 5, 7, 13 and 14
	Prime: 
Sen. Ray White

Leads & Allies
NHID
NH DHHS
Voices
AARP-NH
BIA/Biz Partners
NHCA / WFW
NHFPI 
GSOP
ACS-NH
Ins. Industry Partners
NH Hosp Assn
	Tier 1
	ACA Implementation:

Coverage Issues
	Support

with focus on pro-consumer provisions

	Senate Commerce Committee

3/9/11: Bill re-referred to Senate Commerce 8/9/11: Re-hearing in Senate Commerce
9/6/11: All-day work session in Senate Commerce
10/7/11, 11-2-11, and 12-1-11: Small group work sessions
1/10/12: Committee report: OTP (5-0)
1/18/12: Bill tabled on Senate floor 
Deadline for bill to be taken off  table for a vote by the full Senate, without a two-thirds vote suspending the Senate rules, is 2/8/12
NOTE: Although NH’s G&C rejected the federal Exchange Planning grant (see above), there had been prime sponsor & supporter / partner plans for SB163 to move forward. Unfortunately and despite best efforts, as we move closer to 2/8/12, those prospects have ended.


	5.
	Bill
	HB1297

	Relative to the prohibition of health care exchanges.  This bill purports to prohibit the establishment of any state or federally created Exchange in and for NH 

Also see lines 1,4, 7, 13 and 14

	Prime: Rep. Andrew Manuse

Key Co-Sponsors:
Rep. William O'Brien
Rep. Jennifer Coffey
Rep. Greg Sorg
Rep. Daniel Itse
Sen. George Lambert
Sen. Tom De Blois
Sen. James Forsythe

Lead & Allies
Voices
NHCA / WFW
BIA/Biz Partners
Ins. Industry Partners
Bi-State Primary Care Assn.
Other Allies Emerging

Opponents
House Leadership
NH Liberty Alliance
Josiah Bartlett Center for Public Policy

	 Tier 1
	ACA Implementation: 

General Support / Defense
	Oppose
	House Commerce Committee

1/19/12: Public hearing in House Commerce

2/2/12: Subcommittee work session


	6.
	Bill
	
HB1560

	Relative to the interstate Health Care Compact.  This measure would authorize NH to enter into a compact with one or more other states that enables participating states: to suspend the operation of any or all federal laws, rules, regs & orders re: health care, including those re:  Medicaid, Medicare & the ACA; to have the fed’l funds for all such programs – including Medicare & Medicaid – block granted to the compact states; and to have participating states re-fashion the programs however they wish, or even eliminate the programs & direct the fed’l dollars elsewhere, in their own states It’s worth noting that this (and any) Interstate Compact does and would require express approval by Act of Congress.

	Prime: Rep. DJ Bettencourt
Co-Sponsor:
Sen. Chuck Morse

Lead & Allies
Voices
NHCA / WFW
AARP-NH
GSIL
NH Hosp Assn
Bi-State PCA
Other Allies Emerging

Opponents
NH Tea Party Alliance
NH Liberty Alliance
House Ldrship
Josiah Bartlett Center for Public Policy

	Tier 1
	ACA Implementation: 

General Support / Defense
	Oppose
	House Constitutional Review & Statutory Recodification (CR&SR) Committee

1/24/12: Public hearing
Executive session scheduled in House CR&SR: 2/6/12 at 10:00 a.m., LOB Room 208


	7.
	State Admin
∞
Fed Admin
	
	Health Benefit Exchange Planning.  Advocacy to advance the planning of a sensible, pragmatic, pro-consumer state or federally-created Health Benefit Exchange in & for NH.

Also see lines 1, 4, 5 & 15

	Sponsors
Fed’l HHS / CCIIO
NHID
NH DHHS

Leads & Allies
Voices
AARP-NH
Biz Partners
NHCA / WFW
NHFPI 
GSOP
ACS-NH
Ins. Industry Partners
NH Hosp Assn
Comm Catalyst
CBPP
Families USA

	Tier 1
	ACA Implementation:

Coverage Issues
	Advance pro-consumer Health Benefit Exchange
	Public Input Forum in Spring or Summer of 2012

	8.
	State Admin
	
	State-Level Medicaid Expansion Planning & Decision-Making

See also line 16, 19, 25 and 26
	Sponsors
NH DHHS 

Allies
NHFPI
Voices
GSIL
AARP
NAMI-NH
MCAC
Comm Catalyst
CBPP
Families USA
	Tier 1
	ACA Implementation:

Coverage Issues
	Advance & defend expansion
	

	9.
	State Admin
	
	Health insurance premium rate review. There is a need for credible, strategic, coordinated advocacy, in collaboration with national partners, to help advance a sensible, transparent, consumer-responsive Rate Review process in NH 

Also see lines 2, 27 and 28 
	Sponsors: NHID

Lead & Allies
Voices
Biz Community Partners
AARP–NH, GSIL, ACS-NH & NHCA
Comm Catalyst, CBPP, CCF & Families USA
	Tier 1
	ACA Implementation:

Coverage Issues
	Advance pro-consumer Rate Review
	Health Insurance Premium 
Rate Review

10/28/11: Public hearing on health insurance premium rates

NHID report re: cost drivers & recommendations expected in March 2012. 

	10.
	Bill
	HB627, as amended
	Relative to "essential benefits" under fed’l health care reform. This measure would roll back any private coverage mandated by NH state law to the level of the “essential benefits” to be (but not yet) defined by the feds pursuant to the ACA.

Also see line 17


	Prime: 
Rep. John Hunt

Allies
American Cancer Society
AARP
Autism Society
GSIL
	Tier 2

	ACA Implementation  Coverage Issues
	Oppose
as
introduced
	Senate Commerce Committee
3/15/11: Bill adopted by full House (Voice Vote)
4/13/11: Bill re-referred to Senate Commerce Committee by full Senate  (Voice Vote)
1/10/12: Senate Commerce report: OTP with amendment (4-0)
1/18/12: Amended version of bill (see below) adopted by full Senate Committee (Voice Vote) 

Senate-amended version of bill now heads back to full House for concurrence vote. 

NOTE: Amended version of HB627 adopted by full Senate gives Health Reform Oversight Committee the authority to select NH’s essential health benefits (EHB) package.



	11.
	Bill
	HB309, as amended
	Repealing certain health insurance mandates:
· Certified midwife services
· Bone marrow donation testing
· Divorce health coverage
· Children’s early intervention services
· Obesity and morbid obesity services
· Diagnosis & treatment of autism & PDD
· Deafness & hearing loss services 

	Prime: 
Rep. John Hunt

Allies
American Cancer Society
AARP
Autism Society
	Tier 2
	Other Coverage
	Oppose with focus on Divorce Health Coverage
	Senate HHS Committee
3/9/11: Bill retained in House Commerce
11/2/11: Committee majority report: OTP with Amendment (13-2); minority report: OTP
1/4/12: Bill adopted by full House (229-133), as amended in Committee and on House floor
NOTE: Combined amendments adopted by full House withdraw divorce health coverage, and coverage for bone marrow donation testing, from the repeal bill. Amendments also refrain from repealing children’s early intervention services and autism / PDD services, and instead subject these services to a special utilization review. In addition, the amendment makes midwife services as well as gastric bypass services “voluntary” for insurers, effectively repealing required coverage for such services. Finally, the amendment establishes a Study Committee on health ins mandates that includes review of the cost of such mandates, how they compare with “essential benefits” under the ACA (see HB627, above), and whether the state mandates should be optional.
1/18/12: Bill intro’d in Senate and ref’d to HHS
 

	12.
	Bill
	SB150
	Authorizing individuals &certain businesses to purchase health insurance from out-of-state ins. cos. Would allow the sale of health ins. policies that are unregulated by NH & exempt from NH’s health coverage requirements / mandates.

	Prime: 
Sen. Jeb Bradley

Allies
American Cancer Society
AARP

	Tier 2
	Other Coverage
	Oppose
	Senate Commerce Committee
3/9/11: Bill re-referred to Senate Commerce by full Senate (Voice Vote)
8/9/11: Work session in Senate Commerce
1/10/12: Committee report: OTP (3-2)
Bill scheduled for vote by full Senate: 2/8/12
NOTE: When SB150 reaches the Senate floor, credible sources are anticipating a proposed amendment and/or Motion to Table.

	13.
	LSR
	3064
	To return certain insurance exchange moneys to the federal government.

Also see lines 1, 4, 5, 7 and 14
	Prime: 
Rep. Daniel Itse

	Tier 2
	Other ACA- Related
	Oppose
	Late-Entry LSR and Bill
This LSR has been blessed by the House Rules Committee for late entry, but has not yet been assigned a bill number or Committee, nor has it yet been scheduled for public hearing.
NOTE: The bill text is not yet available, but we understand that this symbolic measure requires return of the remaining $300,000 portion of NH’s Exchange planning grant (already rejected by 10/28/11 vote of the G&C – see above)  to the feds “for federal deficit reduction.”

	14.
	Fed Admin
	
	Federal Exchange Standards

Also see lines 1, 4, 5, 7 and 13

	Sponsors
Fed’l HHS

Lead
Community Catalyst
Families USA
CBPP
CCF

Allies
Voices
NH Citizens Alliance
Working Families Win 
	Tier 2
	Other ACA- Related
	Closely Monitor & Engage, as Needed
	7/11/11: Draft regs on state Exchanges released 
8/12/11: Draft Exchange eligibility regs released
9/10/11: HHS Region 1 Listening Session
10/31/11: NH Voices for Health comments submitted on proposed Exchange regulations
Comments are linked on Voices’ website, here: http://www.nhvoicesforhealth.org/index.cfm/mediaroom/testimony-and-public-comment/.


11/29/11: New Guidance released


	15.
	Fed Admin
	
	Medical Loss Ratio Definition & Standard: In collaboration with national partners, Voices and state partners are working to help ensure a sensible consumer-friendly MLR definition & standard. 
MLR Standard: After considering NHID’s waiver request for a 3-year adjustment of the ACA’s individual market MLR Standard (of 80%) to 70% for NH, as well as thoughtful input from state-based stakeholders, federal HHS issued a 5/13/11 decision requiring that the full 80% Standard be phased-in over the coming 2 years in the Granite State (see at right).
MLR Definition: Even in the aftermath of federal HHS issuing a final MLR definition that includes broker fees as an administrative (and not a medical) expense, in light of the NAIC’s endorsement of legislation that would exclude broker fees from the MLR definition altogether, there is some ongoing saber-rattling in the US House about such legislation. As a result, the issue appears likely to require continued consumer attn & vigilance in NH and nationwide.
	Sponsors
Fed’l Dept of HHS
National Assn of Insurance Commissioners

Leads
Community Catalyst
CBPP
CCF
Families USA

Allies
Voices
NHCA / WFW
NH Hospital Assn
AARP-NH

	Tier 2
	Other ACA- Related 
	Advance & Defend Pro-Consumer Definition
	National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) and Fed’l Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)

10/21/10: NAIC recommends pro-consumer MLR Definition regulations to HHS
11/22/10: HHS promulgates pro-consumer MLR Definition regulations 
5/13/11: In response to NHID’s waiver request to HHS for NH’s individual market MLR, HHS enters compromise decision that sets NH’s individual market MLR Standard at 72% in 2011, 75% in 2012, and 80% (the ACA’s required rate) in 2013 and thereafter
7/12/11: NAIC Executive Committee declines action on effort to endorse Federal legislation that would weaken the ACA's MLR Definition by requiring insurance broker fees to be considered a "medical", rather than an "administrative", expense
11/22/11: NAIC votes to endorse legislation pulling insurance broker commissions out of the MLR Definition altogether (26-20, with 5 abstentions)
12/2/11: HHS final regulation on MLR definition expressly keeps broker fees in the administrative expense (and not medical expense) portion of the MLR calculation, a victory for consumers 


	16.
	
	
	Basic Health Plan Option for NH.  Advocacy to advance sensible, pragmatic, pro-consumer BHP for NH.
Also see line 8 and 25

	Lead
Endowment for Health

Allies
Voices
NHFPI
	Tier 2
	Other ACA- Related
	
	Endowment for Health and RWJ Foundation have commissioned a BHP analysis for NH, to be released in February 2012


	17.
	Fed Admin
	
	Essential Health Benefits. Federal bulletin proposes to allow states to select state-specific EHBs for 2014 and 2015 based on four benchmark options.

Also see line 10

	Sponsors
Fed Dept of HHS

Lead & Allies
Community Catalyst
Families USA
Voices
	Tier 2
	Other ACA- Related
	
	11/8/11: HHS Region 1 Listening Session
12/16/11: Federal bulletin released

1/31/12: NH Voices for Health submitted comments on the Essential Health Benefits bulleting.  Comments are linked here: 


	18.
	Fed Admin
	
	Premium Tax Credit Regs
	Sponsors
Fed Treasury

Lead & Allies
Comm Catalyst
Families USA
Voices
	Tier 2
	Other ACA- Related
	
	8/12/11: Draft eligibility regulations released
9/10/11: HHS Region 1 Listening Session
10/31/11: NH Voices for Health submitted comments on the proposed Premium Tax Credit regulations
Comments are linked on Voices’ website, here: http://www.nhvoicesforhealth.org/index.cfm/mediaroom/testimony-and-public-comment/.


	19.
	Fed Admin
	
	Federal Medicaid Expansion and Other Federal ACA-Related Medicaid Standards

Also see line 8 and 26
	Sponsors
Fed Dept of HHS

Lead & Allies
Comm Catalyst
Families USA
CBPP
Voices
MCAC

	Tier 2
	Other ACA- Related
	
	8/12/11: Draft eligibility regulations released
11/8/11: HHS Region 1 Listening Session
10/31/11: NH Voices for Health submitted comments on the proposed Medicaid & CHIP Eligibility regulations under the ACA
Comments are linked on Voices’ website, here: http://www.nhvoicesforhealth.org/index.cfm/mediaroom/testimony-and-public-comment/.


	20.
	Bill
	SB219
	Relative to guaranteed issue for health insurance. Pursuant to the ACA, this bill declares that health carriers shall issue and renew health insurance coverage to children, and shall not impose a pre-existing condition exclusion for children, codifying the NHID’s ability to enforce the federal law.


	Prime: Sen. Raymond White
Key Co-Sponsors:
Sen. Matthew Houde
Rep. John Hunt
Rep. Donald Flanders

Lead & Allies 
NHID
Voices

	Tier 2
	Other ACA- Related
	Support
	Senate Commerce Committee

1/10/12: Public hearing in Senate Commerce


	21.
	Bill
	SB220
	Relative to external review under the managed care law.  This bill would bring NH’s managed care appeals / external review process for consumers – with respect to denials of coverage – into full compliance with ACA.

Also see line 3

	Prime: Sen. Raymond White
Key Co-Sponsors:
Sen. Matthew Houde
Rep. John Hunt
Rep. Donald Flanders
Rep. Donna Schlachman

Lead & Allies 
NHID
Voices

	Tier 2
	Other ACA Related
	Support
	Senate Commerce Committee

1/10/12: Public hearing in Senate Commerce
1/10/12: Committee report: OTP (5-0)
1/18/10: Bill adopted by full Senate (Voice Vote) 


	22.
	Admin
	
	Medical Loss Ratio Rebate Rules.  These rules would allow the NHID to enforce the rebate requirement if insurers don’t meet the required MLR standards.

Also see line 3

	Lead
NHID

Allies
Voices
NH Citizens Alliance
Working Families Win

	Tier 2
	Other ACA Related
	Support
	11/9/11: Health Reform Oversight Committee approved NHID moving forward on these rules.  

NOTE: NHID has not yet decided whether to do move forward with Rules, or instead to defer to federal enforcement of MLR rebates.

	23.
	
	
	Other legislative & regulatory changes re: the enforcement of ins coverage consumer protections. 
	Sponsors
NHID

	Tier 2
	Other ACA Related 
	
	

	24.
	Late-Entry Bill
	
	Requiring NHID to decline / return the remaining $333,000 of NH’s federal Exchange Planning grant to the federal government for federal deficit reduction.

Also see line 1, 4, 5, 7, 13 and 14..

	Prime: 
Rep. D.J. Bettencourt
	Tier 2
	Other ACA-Related
	Oppose


	Late Entry Bill

Measure approved for late entry, but not yet assigned bill number or assigned to Committee


	25.
	Admin
	
	Medicaid Managed Care (MMC) transition.  MMC Workgroup monitors and reports on – and provides a forum for coordination of consumer advocacy concerning – the planning, design, and implementation of MMC in NH.
Focus on children’s coverage and impact on access to coverage.


Also see lines 8, 16, 19, 26 and 27
	Allies
NHFPI
CSNI
GSIL
AARP-NH
NAMI-NH
NH Healthy Kids
NH Children’s Alliance
Every Child Matters
MCAC
Voices

	Tier 2
	Medicaid
	Protect covered popltn 
	10/17/11: MMC RFP released
10/26/11: Bidder Letters of Intent due
11/3/11 & 11/17/11: Bidders’ conferences re: RFP technical proposals & RFP cost proposals 
12/16/11: Deadline for bidders’ MMC proposal submissions to DHHS
Oral Presentations & Interviews: 1/3/12 to 1/6/12
Scheduled bidder selection: 1/15/12
Scheduled contract execution: 3/8/12
Anticipated contract start: 7/1/12

	26.
	Fed
	
	Federal Level Medicaid Defense:  
Advocacy effort to continue to protect & defend Medicaid from structural & funding changes at the Fed’l level that would cap Federal Medicaid funding & shift costs to cash-strapped states; to already-vulnerable Medicaid beneficiaries, and, ultimately, to the payers of private health ins premiums. 
Continued focus, with state & national partners, on inside and outside game efforts to defeat the proposed: block granting of Medicaid; global cap on Fed’l spending that would back-end a Medicaid block grant; repeal of the ACA’s Medicaid MOE requirement; and/or blending & reducing of Federal Medicaid matching rates that merely downshift costs. 
In addition, support will continue to be needed, at the Fed’l level, for sensible & pragmatic payment and delivery system reforms aimed at addressing / lowering health care costs & maintaining / improving quality without harming Medicaid beneficiaries.
	Leads
CBPP
Community Catalyst
Families USA
CCF

Allies
Voices
AARP-NH
Alliance for Retired Americans
GSIL
NH Children’s Alliance
Every Child Matters
NAMI-NH
ACS-NH
NH Hospital Association
Bi-State Primary Care Assn
NH Community Behavioral Health Assn
CSNI
NH Health Care Assn 
	Tier 2

	Other Medicaid
	Oppose Medicaid Block Granting, Repeal of Medicaid MOE, & Blended Matching Rate That Shifts Costs to States

	5/26/11: Medicaid block grant bills defeated in US Senate (40-57 & 42-55)
Medicaid MOE repeal bill, S. 868, still pending in US Senate, but without legs

Deficit Reduction Super-Committee
11/23/11 deadline: Super Committee failed to reach agreement on any proposal to reduce the fed’l deficit by $1.2 trillion (could have included revenue increases, closing of tax loopholes, expiration of tax cuts, and/or could have included ACA funding cuts, Medicaid and/or Medicare entitlement caps, cuts, restructuring, etc.) 
Because the Super-Committee did not report out agreed-upon legislation, automatic across-the-board cuts in the amount of $1.2 trillion are now scheduled to occur in 2013.  Automatic cuts must be evenly split between domestic and defense spending. Critically, exemptions from the automatic cuts include: Medicaid, CHIP, Medicare benefits but not Medicare provider payments (which may be cut up to 2%), ACA Premium Subsidies (because they are tax credits), but not ACA Cost-Sharing Subsidies or the ACA’s Public Health Prevention Fund.


	27.
	Study Com-mission
	
	SB 505 Commission on Health Care Cost Containment. Established to study hospital contracting & reimbursement practices with health insurance carriers, public payers & the uninsured, and to make payment system reform recommendations for containing costs & improving quality
Also see lines 2, 9 and 28
	Chair: 
Ned Helms

Allies
CHI
NHID
DHHS
	Tier 2
	Health Care Cost Containment & Price Transparency
	Support
	Commission on Health Care 
Cost Containment
Last meeting: 7/7/11; next meeting expected to be scheduled shortly
Commission webpage linked here: http://gencourt.state.nh.us/statstudcomm/committees/2033/

Commission reporting deadline: 7/1/12 

	28.

	Bill
	HB1358
	Establishing a committee to study the costs of health care.

Also see lines 2, 9 and 27
	Prime: Rep. Spec Bowers

	Tier 2
	Health Care Cost Containment & Price Transparency 
	Rec balanced approach
	House HHS Committee
1/17/12: Public hearing in House HHS
1/19/12: Committee report: ITL (14-0)
2/1/12: Bill killed by full House (Voice Vote)

	29.
	Bill
	HB440
	Requiring that NH join the lawsuit challenging federal health care reform law, and repealing the authority for state implementation of federal health care reform.
NOTE: Adopted amend removes language repealing the authority for state implementation of health reform, and retains language of HB89, now tabled on the Senate side, requiring the AG to join NH in the fed’l suit challenging the ACA.
	Prime: 
Rep. Steve Vaillancourt

Lead: 
Voices

Allies:
NHCA / WFW

	Tier 3

	ACA-Related
	Monitor
	House Commerce Committee
3/10/11: Bill retained in House Commerce
11/2/11: Committee report: OTP with Amendment (13-2)
1/11/12: Bill adopted by full House (211-83), as amended in House Commerce 
This bill is expected to have no legs in the Senate (where respect for the rule of law prevails), and appears likely to be tabled.


	30.
	Bill
	SB357

	Establishing a commission to study how the ACA will affect emergency and ambulance providers.
	Prime: 
Sen. Jeanie Forrester
	Tier 3
	ACA-Related
	Monitor
	Senate HHS Committee

1/12/12: Public hearing in Senate HHS


	31.
	CACR
	CACR28

	Relating to the allocation of authority between the legislative & judicial branches. Providing that the supreme ct shall determine the constitutionality of judicial acts & the legislature shall determine the constitutionality of legislative acts.
	Prime: 
Rep. Gregory Sorg
	Tier 3
	Miscellaneous 
	Oppose
	House Judiciary Committee

2/2/12: Public hearing in House Judiciary
Executive session scheduled in House Judiciary: 2/7/12 at 10:00 a.m., LOB Room 208





1
ACRONYM KEY: OTP = Ought to Pass; ITL = Inexpedient to Legislate; VV = Voice Vote; CC = Consent Calendar      DATE: 2/3/2012



2
ACRONYM KEY: OTP = Ought to Pass; ITL = Inexpedient to Legislate; VV = Voice Vote; CC = Consent Calendar      DATE: 2/3/2012
										
